• Bring together researchers and practitioners who are focusing on this area of educational thinking. • Promote the development of theory around children's spirituality. • Encourage, support and connect research and practice. • Raise awareness of the need for attention to be given to children's voices, experiences and relationships. • Encourage holistic approaches to children's spirituality and personal development. • Develop policy and practice across disciplines, professions, organisations and communities.
Editing the Journal has been a significant way in which the Association has accomplished these goals. Even before the Association formally existed, the Journal was a primary means by which this network of children's spirituality scholars and reflective practitioners shared ideas, explored theoretical frameworks, advocated for the recognition of children's spiritual experiences and health, and INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CHILDREN'S SPIRITUALITY 2019 , VOL. 24, NO. 4, 325-327 https://doi.org/10.1080 /1364436X.2019 communicated best practices in children's spirituality to interested parties in other disciplines and communities. Early issues served to disseminate information from a series of international conferences that drew participants from Europe, Asia, and the Americas. As the Journal's reputation grew and a core group of those conference attendees formally organised the IACS, research from even more diverse cultures flowed into the Journal pipeline. Authors over the last two years have hailed from twenty-six countries: Ireland, the United States, Norway, Great Britain, Israel, Austria, Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia, Iran, the Netherlands, India, Malta, Canada, Japan, Australia, Sweden, Turkey, Romania, Estonia, the Philippines, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Chile, Finland, and Wales. Their work has generated a set of rich resources for sustaining a conversation about children's spirituality. However, for every article accepted for publication, many more have been turned away because they lack grounding in the academic study of children's spirituality or reflect outdated literatures about children, spirituality, and education. It is not uncommon for research projects to conflate spirituality with religiosity, with the goal of justifying confessional perspectives or pitting religious formation against more secular or humanistic forms of spirituality. It has also become more and more difficult to find peer reviewers knowledgeable in the field and to gather scholars via international conferences to discuss research findings interactively and challenge unhelpful binaries, religious hegemonies, and antiquated frameworks. Without quality reviews and interactive conversations, individual efforts to explore children's spirituality can become insular or parochial. Publication without a mechanism for ongoing engagement with ideas does not promote collaborative and diverse interpretations of children's spiritual experiences, identities, and needs. Thus, we find ourselves at a crossroad.
The Association recognises that children continue to be vulnerable members of societies, at risk of exploitation and oppression by unscrupulous marketing practices, human traffickers, economic policies that reinforce classism and poverty, warmongers, and educational systems largely focused on standardised test scores and eventual workplace productivity. They also remain agents in the performance of their own lives and powerful advocates for social and environmental justice: witness teen climate change activist Greta Thunberg's impassioned United Nations speech in September 2019 and the work of Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani activist for girls' educational rights who won the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize at the age of 17.
At the same time, the Association believes that we can no longer effectively speak about, for, and with children using the structures that once served us well. We need to adapt, to explore new forums for sharing and talking about research projects. We need to redeploy the energy we have been pouring into the preservation of the Journal in order to identify and develop a 'network of networks' that brings together many different groups concerned with spirituality, children's wellbeing (of diverse sorts), family and educational change, social justice, and the social and vocational interdependence of children, youth, and adults. We need to explore ways in which we can learn from one another and collaborate on projects using the resources of digital culture: social media, online gatherings (via video conference technology), scholarly blogs, podcasts, etc.
The next step in this reimagining of the Association's identity and practices is a small symposium of interested persons planned for July 2020. (See the announcement for this event elsewhere in this issue.) Organised as a series of scholarly and practical conversations, the symposium will be an opportunity for participants to share briefly about their research or practices regarding children's spirituality and discuss intersecting themes and questions for the benefit of the whole group. Discussions about the future shape of the IACS will be interspersed between research conversations.
Even if you are unable to participate in the 2020 symposium, we invite youas a reader of the Journalto consider remaining (or becoming) a member of the Association even though membership will no longer carry the benefit of a journal subscription. To do so, simply contact us and indicate that you would like to remain (or be added to) the Association's email list. We appreciate the many voices that have extended the Association's conference-based conversations in the Journal and are eager to stay in touch with scholars and reflective practitioners who way to keep the conversation about children's spirituality going in whatever form the IACS takes next.
Let us close by saying what a privilege it has been for us to serve as editors of the IJCS and to help frame and support the good work so many are doing in the area of children's spirituality. Whatever form the Journal takes apart from the Association and under new leadership recruited by Taylor & Francis, we hope that it will remain a part of the broader conversation and continue to provide access to new research in the field for many more years.
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